CHAPTER   V.
THE RELIGIOUS CONFLICT MERGED IN THE GREAT WAR.
OF the causes contributing to arrest the great religious reaction of  the sixteenth century, the  most obvious
was the failure of Philip II.'s scheme of Euro-Failure of the                                        L schemes of      pean policy.    The cardinal points 01 that
scheme were the recovery of the Netherlands; the chastisement of England, and the subjection of France. About the beginning of the last decade of the century all these achievements had, humanly speaking, become impossible. In the Netherlands the United Provinces assumed the offensive two years before the efforts of Parma, diverted by Philip's policy and crippled by his jealousy, were quenched in death (1592); and they had practically become an independent power more than half a century before they were acknowledged as such by Spain. As against England in England an<3- ^er heretic Queen, though Philip by no and Ireland. means thought to have staked everything upon the Grand Armada, yet with it the moment which seemed his had passed away. The English Government no longer shrank from intervening effectively in France, while with Spain it began to dispute her own ports as well as the waters of the Old World and the